
MINUTES

BOARD OF REGENTS

February 27, 2003

The Board of Regents met in regular session at 10:17 a.m., Thursday, February 27, 2003, in the

Louisiana Purchase Room of the Claiborne Building, Baton Rouge, Louisiana.  Chair Ron Roberts

called the meeting to order.  Coordinator of Board Services, Ms. Helen Johnson, called the roll and a

quorum was established.

Present for the meeting were:

Ron Roberts, Chair
William Blake
Scott Brame
Richard D’Aquin
Frances Henry, Secretary
Robert Levy
William Oliver
Clifford Smith
Pat Strong
Artis Terrell, Jr.
Roland Toups, Vice Chair
Steven Sumbler, Student Member

Absent:
Reggie Dupré
Virgil Robinson
Norbert Simmons

SAVING AMERICA’S WETLANDS PRESENTATION

Chairman Roberts recognized Mr. Joe Dean, Ms. Sidney Coffee and Ms. Rannah Gray who
made a presentation on America’s Wetlands.  The campaign to save coastal Louisiana 

is a three-year comprehensive, multi-faceted public awareness and
education initiative to focus 



Minutes: Board of Regents Page 2                      February 27,
2003

public attention on the impact of wetland loss on the state, nation, and
world.

MINUTES APPROVED

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF JANUARY 23, 2003

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent Henry, the
Board voted unanimously to approve the minutes of January
23, 2003, as circulated.

FACILITIES AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE

FACILITIES AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE  MEETING REPORT OF  FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Henry, Chair of the Facilities and Property Committee,
Mr.

Marvin Roubique, Deputy Commissioner for Finance and Facilities, presented
motions from the

Facilities and Property Committee Report of February 26, 2003.

SMALL CAPITAL PROJECTS REPORT

LSU and A&M College
LSU Fire and Emergency Training Institute
Urban Search and Rescue Facility
$285,000 Auxiliary Funds

Thomas Boyd Hall Reroofing
$200,000 State Funds

Veterinary Medicine - Pathological Waste Incinerator
$200,000 State Funds

Athletic Administration Building Ground Floor Renovations
$182,000 Auxiliary Funds

Johnston Hall Reroofing
$172,000 State Funds

Electrical Engineering Air Handling Units Installation
$320,000 State Funds

Louisiana Transportation and Research Center Air Handling Units
$200,000 State Funds

Electrical Engineering Building Reroofing
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$225,000 State Funds

Johnston Hall 4th floor HVAC
$340,000 State Funds

Computing Services Attic Finish Out
$349,000 State Funds

Old Plant Stores - NOAA Offices
$174,500 NOAA Funds

Union Elevator Upgrade/Replacement
$180,000 Auxiliary Funds

Pentagon Barracks - Install Card Access in Entrance Doors
$150,000 Auxiliary Funds

Herget Hall Elevator Replacement
$295,000 Auxiliary Funds

Kirby Smith Hall - Replace Fire Alarm System
and Install Single Station Smoke Detectors
$300,000 Auxiliary Funds

Residential Life - Maintenance Building
$200,000 Auxiliary Funds

LSU Health Sciences Center - Shreveport
North Campus Renovation for Quality Standards
$200,000 Restricted Self-Generated Funds

University of Louisiana at Lafayette 
New Intramural Competition Fields
$320,000 Other Funds (Student Assessed Fee)

Southeastern Louisiana University
D. Vickers Hall Phase 3 Renovations
$148,000 Building Use Fees

McNeese State University
Reconstruct Fine Arts Parking Lot
$280,000 Other (Plant Funds)

On motion of Regent Henry, seconded by Regent Blake, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Facilities and Property Committee to approve the small
capital projects report as presented by staff.

AMENDMENT TO FY 2003-2004 CAPITAL OUTLAY BUDGET REQUEST



Minutes: Board of Regents Page 4                      February 27,
2003

On motion of Regent Henry, seconded by Regent Blake, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Facilities and Property Committee to amend its FY 2003-2004
Capital Outlay Budget recommendation to include an
additional $2,264,000 for Phase II of the University
Laboratory School Renovation, Cafeteria and Classroom
Addition project at LSU A&M for a total cost of $9,000,000.
Further,  that the project be included in the Self-Generated
Category of the Capital Outlay Recommendation.  

ADOPTION OF THE FACILITIES AND PROPERTY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF
FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On motion of Regent Henry, seconded by Regent Blake, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the

Facilities and Property
Committee Meeting Report
of February 26, 2003, as
presented.  (Copy on file in
the office of the Board of
Regents.)

FINANCE COMMITTEE

FINANCE COMMITTEE  MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Strong, Chair of the Finance Committee, Mr. Marvin

Roubique

 presented motions from the Finance Committee Report of February 26, 2003.

DISTRIBUTION OF HEALTH CARE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT FUNDS

On motion of Regent Strong, seconded by Regent D’Aquin, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Finance Committee to approve the Distribution of Health Care
Workforce Development Funds in the amount of $125,000 to
Delgado Community College and $125,000 to Southeastern
Louisiana University.

BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS (BA-7s)

On motion of Regent Strong, seconded by Regent D’Aquin, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Finance Committee to approve the Budget Adjustments (BA-7s)
as presented and listed on Appendix B of the Committee
Report.
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ADOPTION OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY
26, 2003

On motion of Regent Strong, seconded by Regent Toups, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the Finance Committee
Meeting Report of February 26, 2003, as presented.  (Copy on
file in the office of the Board of Regents.)

PLANNING, RESEARCH AND PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE

PLANNING, RESEARCH AND PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF
FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Toups, Chair of the Planning, Research and
Performance Committee,

Dr. Jimmy Clarke, Deputy Commissioner for Planning, Research and  Performance,
presented 

motions from the Planning, Research and Performance Committee Report of
February 26, 2003.

BOR/BESE REPORT ON SECONDARY TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION ARTICULATION

On motion of Regent Toups, seconded by Regent Henry, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Planning,  Research and Performance Committee to receive the
BOR/BESE 2002 Report to the Legislature on Secondary to
Postsecondary Education Articulation and recommend
approval by the Board of Regents and the Board of
Elementary and Secondary Education at their next joint
meeting, scheduled for May.

LICENSURE

On motion of Regent Toups, seconded by Regent Brame, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Planning,  Research and Performance Committee to deny the
request from St. John’s University for an extension to its
operating license and await accreditation action by the
Distance Education and Training Council on the institution’s
accreditation in June, 2003.

ADOPTION OF THE PLANNING, RESEARCH AND PERFORMANCE COMMITTEE
MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On motion of Regent Toups, seconded by Regent Henry, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the Planning, Research and
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Performance Committee Meeting Report of February 26, 2003,
as presented.  (Copy on file in the office of the Board of Regents.)

SPONSORED PROGRAMS

SPONSORED PROGRAMS COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Brame, Chair of the Sponsored Programs Committee,
Dr. Kerry

Davidson, Deputy Commissioner for Sponsored Programs, presented motions
from the 

Sponsored Programs Committee Report of February 26, 2003.

RESTRUCTURING OF THE EPSCoR COMMITTEE REVISIONS TO THE MEMBERSHIP
POLICY

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent Levy, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Sponsored Programs Committee to approve the additions
indicated to the EPSCoR Subcommittee and the revised EPSCoR Subcommittee Membership Policy.

(See Appendix B of the Committee Report.)

NOMINATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP ON THE EPSCoR COMMITTEE 

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent Levy, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Sponsored Programs Committee to approve the individuals
nominated to serve on the EPSCoR Committee by the Louisiana
State University System and the Tulane University Health
Sciences Center.

REQUEST FOR MATCHING FUNDS FOR PROPOSALS TO THE NATIONAL SCIENCE
FOUNDATION PARTNERSHIPS FOR INNOVATION PROGRAM

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent Levy, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Sponsored Programs Committee to approve the commitment of
a cash match from previously unspent monies in the Board of
Regents Support Fund for all PFI proposals submitted from
Louisiana.  The amount of cash match provided for each
proposal shall be five (5) percent of the annual amount of
requested NSF funding, not to exceed $30,000 per proposal,
for the duration of the project.  Matching funds are to be
provided only if NSF PFI funding is received.  



Minutes: Board of Regents Page 7                      February 27,
2003

FY 2002-03 FUNDING RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PLANNING GRANTS FOR
MAJOR INITIATIVES COMPONENT OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION
EPSCoR PROGRAM

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent D’Aquin, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Sponsored Programs Committee to approve the three proposals
included in the “highly recommended for funding” category at
the funding levels requested in the proposals.  EPSCoR funds
in the amount of $150,000 will be used to fund the following
three recommended proposals: (1) “Planning for a Biosystems
Nanomanufacturing Research and Development Center,” Dr.
Michael McShane, Institute for Micromanufacturing, Louisiana
Tech University; recommended funding: $50,000, (2) “CERT
Institute for Biomedical Informatics Planning Project,” Dr.
Paul Sisson, Math and Computer Science Department, Louisiana
State University-Shreveport; recommended funding: $50,000,
and (3) “Center for Next Generation Machinery,” Dr.  Michael
Khonsari,  Mechanical Engineering Department, Louisiana State
University-Baton Rouge; recommended funding: $50,000.

LaCEPT REQUEST RELATIVE TO REMAINING UNEXPENDED FUNDS

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent D’Aquin, the
Board voted unanimously to accept the recommendation of the
Sponsored Programs Committee to approve LaCEPT’s request to
expend the approximately $26,700 in remaining NSF money for
a two day conference.  The Board of Regents will contract
with the University of Louisiana at Lafayette to plan and
conduct the conference.

ADOPTION OF THE SPONSORED PROGRAMS COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF
FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On motion of Regent Brame, seconded by Regent Henry, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the Sponsored Programs
Committee Meeting Report of February 26, 2003, as presented.
(Copy on file in the office of the Board of Regents.)

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE

TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Oliver, Chair of the Technology Committee, Mr.
Mike Abbiatti,

Associate Commissioner for Information and Learning Technology, presented
the Technology
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Committee Report of February 26, 2003.  He reported that Mr. Chad McGee,
Chief

Information Officer, State of Louisiana, delivered a Power-Point presentation
to the Board.  He

also reported on the online tutoring pilot entitled SMARTHINKING, the
MERLOT workshop,

and Operation e-SGR.

ADOPTION OF THE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY
26, 2003

On motion of Regent Oliver, seconded by Regent Strong, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the Technology Committee
Meeting Report of February 26, 2003, as presented.  (Copy on
file in the office of the Board of Regents.)

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26, 2003

On behalf of Regent Roberts, Chair of the Executive Committee, Mr.
Donald Vandal,

Deputy Commissioner for Administration, presented the Executive Committee
Meeting Report 

of February 26, 2003.

ANNUAL EVALUATION OF THE COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION

Mr. Vandal reported that Chair Roberts announced the need to enter
into Executive

Session.  

On motion of Regent D’Aquin, seconded by Regent Henry, the
Executive Committee voted to enter into Executive Session at
3:03 p.m. in accordance with R.S. 42:6.1 to discuss the annual
evaluation of the Commissioner of Higher Education.

A roll call vote was taken, and the vote was as follows:  
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Yes:  (5) Ron Roberts, Richard D’Aquin, Frances Henry, Pat Strong,
Roland Toups

No:   (0)    Abstain: (0)

Absent:  (0) Reggie Dupré, Virgil Robinson

On motion of Regent Roberts, seconded by Regent Strong, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the recommendation of the
Executive Committee that the Commissioner be commended for
his service and job performance, with a salary adjustment of
5.27%, and with the housing and expense allowance to remain
in compliance with Board policy.

ADOPTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING REPORT OF FEBRUARY 26,
2003

On motion of Regent Roberts, seconded by Regent Strong, the
Board voted unanimously to adopt the Executive Committee
Meeting Report of February 26, 2003, as presented. (Copy on
file in the office of the Board of Regents.)

REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMMISSIONER

Commissioner E. Joseph Savoie reported on the following:

• SHEEO meeting in Washington, D.C.,  March 5-6
• Student Government Association meeting in Washington, D.C.,

March 11
• 65th Annual Conference of LA Colleges and Universities in Shreveport, 

March 13-14
• Summit II on Early Childhood Initiatives,  March 19-20
• State of the Union of Teacher Preparation Summit hosted by

Southeastern, March 21
• Governor’s Conference on Economic Development at the Marriott,

March 25-26
• Legislative session begins March 31

He concluded by commending Governor Foster on his continued commitment
to support

higher education.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Board, Chair Roberts
declared the
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meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m.                                                                    
 

                           
                                                    regents.feb03


