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January 31, 2023

 

The Honorable John Bel Edwards  

Governor, State of Louisiana  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Governor Edwards:   

 

Act 400 of the 2018 Regular Legislative Session calls for action relative to a master plan for postsecondary education. 

The Board of Regents is charged to submit an annual report on the status of postsecondary education, including in such 

report all master plan revisions since the last report.  

 

Attached please find a copy of the Master Plan Year Three Review, which was released at the September 21, 2022 

Board of Regents meeting. Also linked for reference are copies of the Master Plan Year Two Review, the Master Plan 

Year One Review, and the full original Master Plan for Higher Education, Louisiana Prospers: Driving Our Talent 

Imperative, adopted by the Regents in August 2019.  

 

In August 2019, the Master Plan established as the educational attainment goal for Louisiana that 60% of Louisiana’s 

working adults hold a degree or credential of value by the year 2030. Our previous attainment rate was 48.1%. Today 

Lumina has released our new attainment rate (2021), calculated since the pandemic, which is 47.8%. The attached Year 

Three Review records a slight increase in college completers: up by 312 students since last year. Given the number of 

disruptions in our state since 2020, these stable numbers are promising, but we recognize significant progress must be 

made in the years ahead.  

 

To reach an education attainment level of 60%, Louisiana will need to more than double its number of annual 

completers produced year-over-year, from approximately 40,000 in 2018 to 85,000 by 2030. Informed by data, Regents 

staff has identified a clear three-part formula to expand the production of postsecondary credentials for Louisiana’s 

families, communities, and employers:  

1. Increase college going;  

2. Improve college success; and  

3. Recognize all credentials of value when calculating attainment rates.  

 

To reach the goal, the number of students completing college using these combined approaches will need to increase by 

an additional 180,000 residents over the next eight years. The Year Three Review identifies the following strategies to 

be employed by higher education stakeholders, together with implementation steps to put these strategies into action. 

 

Increase College Going (+80,000 Completers)  

• Increase the number of students starting college in high school through dual enrollment, AP, and IB. 

• Expand the number of students who graduate high school with a postsecondary credential or build a solid 

foundation towards earning a degree from their college/university of choice through Fast Forward (earning an 

associate’s degree or apprenticeship in high school) and/or Louisiana Transfer Pathways. 

• Grow the number of residents earning an industry-based certification through the M.J. Foster Promise program, 

which provides financial aid to adults. 

• Accelerate the number of near-completers who finish their degrees through programs such as Compete LA. 
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Improve College Success (+45,000 Completers)  

• Establish the Meauxmentum Approach to improve student success and close equity gaps: 

• Students make purposeful choices related to their college goal during first year. 

• Strong student advising, which sets a clear pathway to graduation, creates experiences that increase 

learners’ belief in themselves, makes meaningful connections to their field of interest, and implements 

reformed math and English courses that support their programs of study. 

• Comprehensive student support is incorporated both inside and outside the classroom 

 

Recognizing All Credentials of Value (+55,000 Completers)  

• Count industry-based certifications, degrees, or diplomas awarded by Louisiana’s independent, private and 

proprietary institutions and build the technology and data sharing agreements necessary to do so. 

 

Despite the global COVID-19 pandemic and multiple weather-related emergencies in Louisiana since 2019, higher 

education stakeholders in Louisiana remain committed to accelerating student learning, increasing affordability and 

eliminating persistent achievement gaps. We believe through this we will realize a more prosperous tomorrow for 

Louisiana and its citizens, bringing the vision of talent development identified in the Master Plan to reality.  

 

If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me concerning this response or any other matters relating to 

higher education. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 

Kim Hunter Reed, Ph.D. 

Commissioner of Higher Education 

 

Attachment  

cc: The Honorable Patrick Page Cortez, Senate President  

The Honorable Clay Schexnayder, Speaker of the House  

Yolanda Dixon, Secretary of the Senate 

Michelle Fontenot, Clerk of the House  

Poynter Library (DRPLibrary@legis.la.gov)  
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