
 
Kim Hunter Reed, Ph.D. 
Commissioner  
of Higher Education 
 
 
Misti S. Cordell 
Chair 
At-Large 
 
 
Terrie P. Sterling 
Vice Chair 
At-Large 
 
 
Dallas L. Hixson 
Secretary 
At-Large 
 
 
David J. Aubrey 
2nd Congressional District 
 
 
Christian C. Creed 
5th Congressional District 
 
 
Blake R. David 
3rd Congressional District 
 
 
Stephanie A. Finley 
3rd Congressional District 
 
 
Ted H. Glaser III 
6th Congressional District 
 
 
Phillip R. May Jr. 
1st Congressional District 
 
 
Darren G. Mire 
2nd Congressional District 
 
 
Wilbert D. Pryor 
4th Congressional District 
 
 
Christy Oliver Reeves 
5th Congressional District 
 
 
Devesh Sarda 
Student Member 
 
 
K. Samer Shamieh, M.D. 
1st Congressional District 
 
 
Collis B. Temple III 
6th Congressional District 
 
 
Judy A. Williams-Brown 
4th Congressional District 
 

 

 
 

P.O. Box 3677 • Baton Rouge, LA 70821-3677 • Phone: 225-342-4253 • Fax: 225-342-9318 • www.laregents.edu 

Agenda 
Research and Sponsored Initiatives  

Wednesday, June 10, 2026 
12:55 PM 

 
Claiborne Building, 1st Floor ▪ Thomas Jefferson Rooms A&B (1–136) 

1201 N. Third St. ▪ Baton Rouge, LA 70802 
 
 

I. Call to Order 
  

II. Roll Call  
 

III. Appointment of Chairholders without National Search 
 

a. Pennington Biomedical Research Center 
b. LSU Health Sciences Center – New Orleans 
  

IV. Other Business – Update on Board of Regents Support Fund  
 

V. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Committee Members: Dallas L. Hixson, Chair; Darren G. Mire, Vice Chair; Stephanie 
A. Finley; Ted H. Glaser III; Wilbert D. Pryor; K. Samer Shamieh 
Staff: Carrie Robison, Deputy Commissioner for Research and Sponsored Initiatives 

http://www.laregents.edu/


  

 
AGENDA ITEM III. 

 
Appointment of Endowed Chairholders without National Search: 

Pennington Biomedical Research Center and  
LSU Health Sciences Center – New Orleans 

 
Background Information 
 
Since 2015 the Endowed Chairs for Eminent Scholars policy has included a provision to waive the requirement 
that BoRSF-matched Endowed Chairs be filled as the result of a national search to allow an internal appointment 
to be made. This provision was updated in August 2024 to clarify the requirements of internal appointments and 
seek documentation verifying that any internal appointment is fulfilling the goals of the Endowed Chairs for 
Eminent Scholars program. Institutions are limited in the number of waivers they may request in an academic 
year. 
 
Staff Summary  
 

A. Pennington Biomedical Research Center  
 
Pennington Biomedical Research Center requests to appoint Dr. Corby K. Martin, Associate Executive 
Director of Scientific Education, to the Louisiana Public Facilities Authority (LPFA) Endowed Chair in 
Nutrition, a $1 million Chair matched by the BoRSF in 2015–16.  Dr. Martin is a highly accomplished 
researcher of nutrition, obesity, and ingestive behavior, who has more than 300 peer-reviewed 
publications, received numerous awards, and secured numerous large-scale federal awards from agencies 
including NIH, USDA, and NSF.  
 
Dr. Martin’s qualifications easily exceed policy requirements for an internal appointment, and he is 
certain to win a national search, should one be conducted. Pennington has provided all elements needed 
for an internal appointment, including an increase in base salary. If approved, this waiver request would 
represent the first of Pennington’s two allowed uses of the national search waiver provision in AY 2025–
26.  

 
B. LSU Health Sciences Center – New Orleans 

 

LSU Health Sciences Center – New Orleans requests to appoint Stephen C. Hernandez, MD, Associate 
Professor and Residency Director in the Department of Rhinology, Head & Neck Oncology & Skull Base 
Surgery, to the Daniel W. Nuss MD Chair in Skull Base Surgery, a $1.2 million Chair matched by the 
BoRSF in 2022–23. This appointment represents the first to the Nuss Chair. Dr. Hernandez is an 
accomplished clinical provider and researcher in the field of skull base surgery. He has served on the 
faculty for six years as well as having received his medical education at LSUHSC-NO. Daniel C. Nuss, 
MD, namesake of the Chair, is strongly supportive of this internal appointment.  
 
LSUHSC-NO has provided all elements required in policy to support this internal appointment, including 
confirmation that Dr. Hernandez is currently receiving compensation equivalent to at least the average 
full professor salary in the department and commitment to an increase in base salary from sources other 
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than the Chair upon his appointment. If approved, this waiver request will represent the second of 
LSUHSC-NO’s two allowed uses of the national search waiver provision in AY 2025–26.  

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 

 
Senior Staff recommends approval of the following two requests to waive the Endowed Chairs national 
search requirement:  

• Pennington Biomedical Research Center: Appoint Dr. Corby K. Martin to the Louisiana Public 
Facilities Authority (LPFA) Endowed Chair in Nutrition; and  

• LSU Health Sciences Center – New Orleans: Appoint Stephen C. Hernandez, MD, to the Daniel C. 
Nuss MD Chair in Skull Base Surgery. 

As stipulated in Board policy, copies of the Letters of Appointment sent to Dr. Martin and Dr. Hernandez 
must be submitted to the Board within 90 days of this approval.  




